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NEW COMMUNITY The Importance
of Being..…
FACILITIES OPEN
FOR BUSINESS
I
f you are an Oscar
Wilde fan or just a theatre buff, then one of
the events in this year’s
Westbury Festival is a
“must-see”.
Coming to the Laverton on
Friday 5 October is
“EARNEST” from Two
Gents Productions and a first
chance to see this production
before its London run in
February/March next year.
Founded by two Zimbabwean actors, the company
prides itself on working with
a fresh two man cast for
every production.
Told from a contemporary
viewpoint but still with the
wit and deft humour of
Wilde, this fast-paced and
energetic show unfurls a riot
of love, confusion and high
jinks to interrogate the absolute importance of being

H

istory was revisited when the town’s newest
community facility was opened at The Laverton
Institute by our Mayor, Ian Cunningham.
Its name, the Reading Room, comes from 1873 when
Abraham Laverton opened the institute, consisting of a
reading room, committee room and large assembly space.
A modern multi-functional working and meeting space
which will accommodate a variety of uses has replaced the
unsafe tin structure to the left of the building. We also have
a new external emergency staircase that meets regulations.
The new facility is now up and running and we are inviting charities, local businesses and community groups to
visit and use the room. It is available every day and
evening, providing a flexible space with wi-fi and a separate entrance.
We already have a lot of interest from groups who will
be able to provide additional services to our town, some of
which we may support by free use.
For more information and to make a booking, please visit
the team at the Laverton or you can call 01373 822126 or
email bookings@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

WESTBURY
FESTIVAL
W

hat has become the biggest
event in the Westbury calendar takes place again this
year from 21 September to 7 October.
The Westbury Festival has another
packed programme – with over 40 events
spanning the two weeks and more than
half of them completely free. The festival
committee hope there is something for everyone; from the ever-popular Little
Lunch Music concerts to talks, photos
from the archives, have-a-go workshops,
local history, film, kids’ events and much
more.
The brochures with the full programme
can be found at locations throughout the
town and
surrounding villages
and tickets are on sale
now from the
box office in Maristow Street
and
online at the Festival website
www.westburyfestival.org.uk
The festival, which is run completely many local organisations supported by
by volunteers, is another one of the Westbury Town Council.

EARNEST! Definitely not to
be missed.
More information on
the
Festival
website
www.westburyfestival.org.
uk – tickets available
online or from the Box
Office in Maristow Street,
Westbury.

LEND A HAND
D

o you have some spare time?
Would you like to help improve
your local community?
If the answer is yes, then we would
love to hear from you and invite you to
join our volunteering team.
What’s involved?
We need help with…
• tidying the play areas, including painting the equipment
• painting our listed phone box
• litter picking
• cleaning & maintaining the White Horse
• weeding flower borders
Volunteers helping with
• painting benches, posts and bollards
the White Horse clean.
• general help within the community
To join our volunteer team, please email: info@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

BEACON LIGHTING
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11, 7PM

A

s part of the national
and
international
“Battle’s Over” tribute to commemorate the
100th anniversary of the
1918 armistice, beacons
across the country will be lit
including Westbury’s beacon
above the White Horse.

The lighting will be at 7pm on
Sunday November 11 with HM
Lord Lieutenant and the Mayor
of Westbury leading the tribute.
Further information will be
available nearer the time, together with the arrangements
for the morning Remembrance
Service..

The Laverton, Bratton Road, Westbury BA13 3EN T: 01373 822232
info@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk • www.westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Social: Follow us on Facebook / Twitter: @WTCWestbury

WESTBURY TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
PENNY WELL SPENT?

Neighbourhood Plan

OUT AND ABOUT IN
W
THE WESTBURY AREA
L

iving on the edge of
some of Wiltshire’s
most beautiful countryside is enough to get us
all donning a backpack and
walking shoes
So with health gurus telling
us that walking and cycling
are great for our mental and
physical wellbeing, what excuse do we need?
Westbury has a network of
short and longer distance
footpaths that take you
around the town or link up to
nearby villages such as Bratton, Dilton, Hawkeridge and
Heywood.
We are also right on the
edge of one of Britain’s famous walks – the Imber
Range Perimeter path that
takes us across a prehistoric
landscape rich in birdlife and
plants such as wild orchids.
Rights of way are paths and
tracks that anyone can use to
cross private land and some
routes date back centuries.
Maintenance of the paths are
shared between Wiltshire
Council and the landowner. If
you are walking a path and
have an issue to report such as
a broken stile or a blocked

right of way, contact Wiltshire
Council via the MyWiltshire
app on your smartphone
or ring the council at
0300 456 0100.
If walking alone is not to
your liking, why not join one
of the many walking groups
in the area. You can also
download a map of footpaths
and rights of way on our town
council website at www.westburytowncouncil.gov.uk or on
the Wiltshire Council website.
If you prefer two wheels to
walking, pop into the heritage
and visitor centre, in the High
Street for a free Westbury
cycle map leaflet. It is packed
with information, handy tips
and advice. And if you like to
combine your walk with a
look into your town’s history,
follow the council’s Blue
Plaque trail that takes you
around Westbury’s historic
centre. You can pick up a map
and leaflet at the heritage centre or the Laverton or on the
town council website.

Mayor arrives to open
the Lions Bookshop

USEFUL WEBSITES…
www.connectingwiltshire.co.uk
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rightsofway
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk

Floral display marks
War Centenary

ork on Westbury’s
eagerly – anticipated
neighbourhood plan
has taken a leap forward with
the appointment of a project
coordinator.
Phil McMullen has joined the
town council and brings a wealth
of experience in community engagement, having been the coordinator
for
the
BA13+
Community Area Partnership
here in Westbury since 2013. He
also spent the past three years
providing admin support to Melksham’s Neighbourhood Plan.
Providing admin support
alongside Phil is Justine Cook
whose role is primarily to
gather data, manage mailing
lists and communication tools,
take minutes, research and organise public engagement
events and help with the production of publicity material
Justine and Phil will be working closely with the Tetlow King
and LB Planning consultancies to
develop the Neighbourhood Plan
for Westbury and are particularly
keen to hear from anyone in
Westbury who has a special interest in Employment, Economy
and Education; Design, Development and Housing; Transport;
Health, Leisure and Wellbeing;
the Environment and the future
use of the Leighton House site.

E

ver wondered how much
it really costs to spend a
penny?
We are one of the few towns
that still provide free public
toilets and as the figures show
they are well used. From
March 2017 to April 2018 the
High Street toilets had 24,197
visitors and Warminster Road
16,365 visitors, a total of
40,562 visitors.
The running costs of the toilets during this time were
£30,276.00 and consisting of:

A Neighbourhood Plan is a
way of helping local communities to influence the planning of
the area in which they live and
work. It allows some local views
to be added to the official local
development plan for our town.
Policies must be adopted by a
town referendum, but then become official. Overall planning
decisions are still made by the
primary authority (Wiltshire
Council) in accordance with local
and national planning framework, which a Neighbourhood
Plan cannot override
You can contact Phil and
Justine
by
emailing:
neighbourhoodplan@westbury
towncouncil.gov.uk

SNAP YOUR
FAVOURITE VIEWS
OF WESTBURY

T

o mark the 100th anniversary of the ending of the Great
War, the flower border by the War Memorial has been
planted to read: 1918-2018 – Westbury Remembers. This
was requested by the town council Street Scene Working Group.
The border is always planted so there was no extra expenditure
for flowers, just a request to present the flowers this way.

W

estbury Town Council aims to promote a
healthy and cohesive community by using
its Grant Aid Scheme to provide financial
support for community groups working for the benefit of the residents of Westbury.
The council recognises and supports the valuable
contribution made by the voluntary and “not for
profit” sector to the well-being of our community.
A recent recipient of a council grant is the Golden
Oldies Charity – affectionately known as “Goldies”
– who run a monthly Goldies Sing & Smile session
in Westbury.
The session takes place at Abbeyfield House, Bratton Road on the first Tuesday of each month from 23 pm and is open to everyone, singing hits of the
1950s onwards. Participants are encouraged to
stretch, sing and relax with a good old sing song and
a friendly chat with everyone.
The group offers an opportunity for lonely people
among the older population to make supportive

friendships and a regular activity to attend which can
often be a life saver.
Everyone is welcome – you don’t have to be able
to sing – just turn up and enjoy!
If your organisation would like to be considered for
grant aid 2019-20, information will be on our website,
our Facebook page and in the local press early next year.

Summer Success

M

onths of meticulous planning paid off
for one of Westbury’s most successful
summer events.
So, while crowds of people enjoyed a carefree day of celebrations, music and food, the behind-the-scenes planning ensured it all ran like
clockwork.
Council events coordinator, Martin Dawson
and the team of council staff and councillors dealt
with everything from rubbish bins and recycling
through to security and safety, checking pirates
and parrots were shipshape, stallholders satisfied
and the musical programme ran to time.

Planning for the summer big day started last
year, but there’s no rest for the team which is already planning the town’s next big event – the
popular Christmas lights switch on. This will take
place on Saturday December 1. Watch out for
more details coming soon!
We think the summer event was great for Westbury and its community and hope it encouraged
people to come into our town centre, support
local businesses and meet other residents. It was
a lot of investment of time and effort – do you
think it was worth it? Let us know by emailing us
at info@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

What’s on at Council

SPOTLIGHT ON GRANTS
THE GOLDEN-OLDIES CHARITY

Cleaning
£13,097.00
Rates
£9,751.00
Water
£3,479.00
Electricity £2,034.00
Maintenance
and Repairs £1,882.00
Insurance £33.00
One third of these costs are
unavoidable business rates,
which we would prefer central
government not to charge and
we expect the maintenance
and repairs to be less this com- costs, to spend a penny is 75p
ing year.
per visitor! But the good news
So, after all the figures and is, they’re free to use.

Y

ou may remember from
our May newsletter that
we launched our photo
competition – there is still time
to enter.
If you are handy with a camera,
then we would love your help to
feature the best of Westbury.
The subjects are ‘Your Views’
‘Interesting Buildings’ and ‘Hidden Gems’ in Westbury. Perhaps,
there is a view that you love and
you would like to share with others, an interesting building you
pass daily or a hidden gem that
you think more people should
know about – then this is the
competition for you. We would
ask that the photos should not include people please.
Entrants may see their photos
used in several ways, for exam-

ple, in our newsletters, on our
website and for the Neighbourhood Plan.
The overall winner will have
two tickets to be guests of honour
at our Mayor’s Civic Reception.

REQUIREMENTS:
- your photos should be a
minimum of 2MB/300dpi in
electronic format
- give your photo(s) a title
- please provide your name, address, contact number and
email address
- please confirm your permission
for us to keep your photo on file,
to use as and when we require
Your photos can be emailed to
info@westburytowncouncil.gov.
uk or delivered to the council office at the address below.

MEETINGS DIARY
Town Council Committee meetings are open to the
public, so why not join us.
13th Sept Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee
17th Sept Highways, Planning & Development Committee
1st Oct
Policy & Resources Committee
15th Oct Highways, Planning & Development Committee
18th Oct Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee
22nd Oct Finance Committee
5th Nov Town Council
19th Nov Highways, Planning & Development Committee
3rd Dec Policy & Resources
10th Dec Finance Committee
17th Dec Highways, Planning & Development Committee
Our meetings are held at the Laverton and with the
exception of the Neighbourhood Plan sub-committee
meetings, usually beginning at 7pm with a Public

Forum. If you wish to speak, you only need to register by 6.50pm.
The agendas can be found on our website and our
notice boards outside our office and in the high street.
The Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee meetings start at 10.30am. Members of the public are welcome to attend.
EVENTS DIARY
21st Oct
24th Oct

Civic Service, All Saints Church – 3pm
Grant Aid Presentation Evening,
The Laverton – 7pm
11th Nov Remembrance Service
details will be on our website
11th Nov Beacon Lighting, White Horse – 7pm
1st Dec Christmas Event
details will be on our website

GASIFICATION UPDATE

T

he recent planning application for an advanced thermal
treatment plant attracted
much interest in the town.
Westbury Town Council do not
decide planning applications but
as a statutory consultee, our opinion was sought. In this case, the
town council’s planning committee had a number of concerns and
registered their objections. Wiltshire Council’s planning department received an unusually large
number of objections and its

Strategic Planning Committee
voted against the development on
the grounds of scale.
At this stage, the applicant might
feel they want to appeal to the Planning Inspectorate and it is worth remembering that in 2014 plans for a
similar plant using technology from
a different supplier were approved
and still stand. So, it is very much
watch this space for now. As it happens, Westbury town council had
also objected to the earlier plant on
much the same grounds as their re-

cent objections but only a handful
other objections were made.
Whatever your views on the
plant, for or against, Westbury
town council was very pleased to
see so much local interest and engagement in a planning issue. Although so many aspects of
planning are informed by central
government’s National Planning
Framework, it is still possible to
make your voice heard and to
highlight those parts of policy that
support your position.

White Horse Clean
W

estbury’s famous
white horse may be
looking spruce but
the town council is working
hard to ensure it stays
that way.
Action to clean the hill figure
was taken up by Westbury Town
Council after calls from the community. But the project proved
complex involving everyone
from council staff to volunteers
and national organisations like
English Heritage and Natural
England.
Preparation and organising of
the clean, led by town caretaker,
Andrew Thomas took just over
two months with the cleaning itself taking place over the last
weekend in June.
A great deal of work was required to gain the appropriate
permissions from English Heritage who are guardians of the
historic monument and Natural
England whose interest was due
to the area being a site of special
scientific interest.
Now White Horse cleaning
veteran Steve Carrington will be
working together with the council and partner organisations to
plan long term maintenance of

the horse.
In total, just under £1500 was
spent to achieve the latest clean.
Overall costs were kept low by
the generosity of the volunteers
and sponsors who supplied vehicles, trailer and even sausage
sandwiches.
Volunteers spent 32 hours on
the ropes while the Westbury Rotary club who were manning the
safety cordon clocked up another
60 hours.
A meeting is planned for this
month where we are looking at
how we proceed with the specific
task of maintaining the horse and
undertaking a local management
agreement
with
English
Heritage.
Special thanks go to everyone
who gave their time but also
those who came forward but at
that time were not required.
Many have expressed an interest
to continue to volunteer not only
for the White Horse project but
in the town with tasks such as
litter picking and maintaining
play areas.
Be assured that even though
the clean was a success the horse
will not be forgotten and left to
become the old grey mare again.

you
said

we
did

NEWS AND CELEBRATION
IN OUR COMMUNITY

T

here are lots of good news stories in our community and we would like to congratulate
some of the recent successes:
Westbury United Football Club – following
championship promotion at the end of last season from
the first to the premier division, they have continued
their good run and have won their first four matches
as well as two FA Cup matches. Well done on your
recent achievements and good luck for the rest of the
season.
Cards Plus – have recently celebrated 20 years of
business in Westbury. Cards Plus first opened in Edward Street in 1998 and later moved to its current location in the High Street. Well done to Chris and
Claire and here’s to another 20 years.
Our local schools – congratulations to Westbury Junior School on their 60th anniversary and Matravers
students on their A Levels and GCSE results.
Westbury Lions – working with Trowbridge Lions
organised their first classic and vintage vehicle show
on 2nd September, which was hugely successful and
attracted almost 300 vehicles at the White Horse
Country Park.
Heritage Centre – Westbury’s woollen heritage took
to TV screens when a treasured artefact got a facelift.
The BBC programme The Repair Shop stepped in
to lend a hand with one of the favourite exhibits of the
Westbury Heritage Centre – the statue of mythical hero
Hercules that once graced the beam engine at Bitham
Mill.
The cast iron statue, which weighs in at more than
300 kilos, has been a popular part of the heritage centre
since 1992. But a fall meant his club, the trademark of
the hero known for his superhuman strength, became
detached from the main statue.
The specialists agreed to help, blacksmith conservator Matthew Boultwood re-attached the missing club,
and Hercules is now back to his customary splendour
in pride of place in Westbury less than a mile from his
original site.
Hercules once graced the beam engine at Bitham
Mill at the top of Alfred street. The beam engine of
1829 drove the factory until 1939. Bitham Mill,
which is mentioned in records as far back as 1573, was
one of many cloth mills in Westbury, and was once
owned by the Matravers family.
The town’s heritage and visitor centre is one of
many community facilities that receives funding
through the town council.
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YOUR COUNCILLORS SPOTLIGHT ON
WESTBURY EAST
STAFF
Cllr Ian Cunningham – Mayor
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 01373 826544
ian.cunningham@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Sally Hendry
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 01373 229981
sally.hendry@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Mike Kettlety
Political Affiliation: Labour
Contact Details: 01225 719879
mike.kettlety@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Gordon King – Wiltshire Unitary Councillor
Political Affiliation: Liberal Democrats
Contact Details: 01373 822650
gordon.king@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Brenda Pyne
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 01373 822900
brenda.pyne@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

WESTBURY NORTH
Cllr Chris Charlton
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 07740 720435
chris.charlton@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Ward Jones
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 07792 406679
ward.jones@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Aminiasi Katonivualiku (Kato)
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 01373 827303
aminiasi.katonivualiku@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Francis Morland
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 07981 948348
francismorland@hotmail.com
Cllr Mike Sutton - Deputy Mayor
Political Affiliation: Labour
Contact Details: 01373 823231
michael.sutton@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

WESTBURY WEST
Cllr Josh Charles
Political Affiliation: Liberal Democrats
Contact Details: 07901 554585
joshua.charles@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Russell Hawker – Wiltshire Unitary Councillor
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 01373 822275
russell.hawker@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Sheila Kimmins
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 01373 824513
sheila.kimmins@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Nick Pyne
Political Affiliation: Independent
Contact Details: 07970 541935
nick.pyne@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Russ
Political Affiliation: Labour
Contact Details: 01373 858120
jane.russ@westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

Play Areas

NORMAN BURGESS

N

orman joined the
town council in
May as Facilities
Assistant.
After a decade with Wiltshire Council, working
mostly in the Westbury area
he has a wealth of experience in parking, highways
and street scene.
‘I hope to use my skills
and attributes to develop
and, where needed improve
the local community. At the
moment my main area of
work is improving conditions of our play areas to
encourage their use. I also
support the Laverton with
bookings and development

you
said

and most recently the new
extension, from its construction to the grand opening. I can be contacted via
email: facilities@westbury
towncouncil.gov.uk’

SPOTLIGHT ON
COUNCILLOR
JOSH CHARLES

J

osh 23 is the latest addition to our council.
He works at Bath Spa
University where he supports students looking for
work. He has lived in
West Wiltshire for 20
years and moved to Westbury three months ago.
He is no stranger to local
politics. At university he
has helped to represent students' views at community
meetings as part of the Students' Union. ‘I've always
been drawn by local politics
as it often concerns day-today life. When I saw a
chance to get involved in
Westbury, I jumped at the
opportunity.’
‘Working in a University's Careers department
really demonstrates how
important extra-curricular

A

s part of the assets and
services being transferred by Wiltshire
Council to parish and town
councils, Westbury Town Council has taken responsibility for
the 10 play areas listed below.
Our town caretaker, Andrew
Thomas is now RoSPA (The
Royal Society for the Prevention
of Accidents) trained and fully
qualified to inspect our play
equipment. We are continuing
the much-needed repairs and
maintenance of some of the play
areas and the equipment. We
apologise for any inconvenience
caused whilst we complete this
work. We will have the play
equipment in good working

we
did

order and available for you soon.
Our recent repairs include:
Campion Close – fixed and repaired to a rocking moose.
Bridge Court – work to hedge
that was impacting an adjacent
property.
Grassacres – repaired foundations to the air walker, removed
the damaged balance beam and
made repairs to the swings.
Timor Road – replaced the
cradle swing.
Penleigh Park – skate park
ramps, gaps filled. I.Play engineer booked to inspect
Kendrick Close – repaired
fencing.
Contact us with any questions
or concerns regarding any of
these play areas.

PLAY AREA LOCATIONS
Here are the locations and nearest
postcodes of the play areas
Bridge Court, Westbury, BA13 3FB
Becks Mill, Beckett Place, Westbury, BA13 3GR
Chestnut, Fell Rd / Connemara Close,
Westbury, BA13 3FG
Grassacres Park, Westbury, BA13 3QZ
opportunities are to a young
person's personal and professional development. I
would love to explore ways
in which the town council
could further promote and
drive these kinds of opportunities for Westbury's
young people.’

Kingfisher Drive, Westbury, BA13 3XW
Kendrick Close, Westbury, BA13 3QT
The Mead, Campion Cl., Westbury, BA13 3UX
Penleigh Park / Skate Park, Penleigh /
Elm Grove, Westbury, BA13 3NQ

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN PICK UP BUS AND
TRAIN TIMETABLES FROM THE HERITAGE CENTRE?
The Heritage Centre is located 1 High Street, BA13 3BN
and the opening times are:
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday - 10am - 4pm • Wednesday - 10am -1pm • Saturday - 10am -1pm

SURGERIES

LIBRARY

WESTBURY
GROUP PRACTICE

Westbury House, Edward St
BA13 3BD 01373 822294

Mane Way, Leigh Park,
Westbury BA13 3FQ
T 01373 828330
F 01373 864724

Monday
2.00pm to 7.00pm
Tuesday
9.30am to 5.00pm
WEDNESDAY CLOSED
Thursday
9.30am to 7.00pm
Friday
9.30am to 5.00pm
Saturday
9.30am to 1.00pm
SUNDAY CLOSED

BRATTON
The Tynings, Bratton,
BA13 4RR
T 01380 831911
F 01380 831915

OPENING TIMES

DEFIBRILLATORS
THE LAVERTON
Bratton Rd, Westbury, BA13 3EN

THE LIBRARY
24-24A Edward St, Westbury, BA13 3BD

LEIGH PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE
Leigh Park Way, Westbury, BA13 3FN

TESCO EXPRESS
Fore Street, Westbury, BA13 3AY

ONE STOP SHOP
2 Queens Square, Westbury, BA13 3LA
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