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Working harder for Westbury
Changes to the way councils work mean that our town council could soon be taking on
responsibility for some services currently run by Wiltshire Council.
That means we will have more say over how our community is managed, but it also means the precept
(the town council’s bit of your council tax) would need to rise to fund the new responsibilities. The town
council has agreed the precept should rise and that will mean, for example, just 31p per week for a band
D house (which pays approximately £32 per week in full council tax).
People are often confused about which organisation runs what and the town council receives many calls
about services run by Wiltshire Council. The town council has only a small number of formal powers. As
well as being able to comment on planning applications as a statutory consultee, the town council gives
grants to community groups, maintains the Laverton, runs events like the Christmas and summer fairs,
funds free parking, is responsible for play areas and provides street enhancements like benches and
hanging baskets.
Wiltshire Council is capped by central government on how much it can raise council tax and has been
subject to considerable cuts in government funding. Because of this, it concentrates funding on services
for vulnerable people, leaving less funds for services such as grass cutting. Now town councils can apply
to take over some services and assets.
Our town council has already taken over responsibility for public toilets, 10 play areas and has
employed a town caretaker to help keep the town tidy and Wiltshire Council has now offered to delegate
some other services to us. These include, for example, grass cutting and litter bins. Without a transfer of
funds, the town council has decided to raise the precept to make sure we can do the best for the
community.
If you would like more information on Westbury town council invests in our community, please visit the
website at www.westburytowncouncil.gov.uk

The town council has agreed to fund an information
board at the Mead lakes

Public meeting planned for
proposed waste plant
Concern about the proposed
Advanced Thermal Treatment
Facility on Northacre Park has
led the town council to organise
a public meeting.
This will take place on Monday
12 February 2018 from 6.30 pm
at the Laverton, Bratton Road,
Westbury. Everyone is welcome.
Look on the town council
website for more information.
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Civic service celebrates our community by Mayor Gordon King
Wiltshire’s state and civic dignitaries joined with community group representatives,
youth groups, church congregations, past town mayors and councillors at All
Saints Church for our annual civic service.
With a theme of Community and Neighbourliness, the service was wonderfully put
together by the Rev. Rhona Floate and started with the mayor’s opening welcome
and presentation of the mayor’s insignia to Cadet Sergeant Joe Sibley.
The Matravers school choir launched the service with a marvellous performance of David Evans’ hymn
“Be Still”, and representatives of the mayor’s chosen charities gave the readings. In his sermon, the Rev.
Ward Jones paid tribute to the many selfless acts of services in Westbury whilst leaving visiting
dignitaries in no doubt of the disparity between the benefits of living in Westbury and the disregard the
town receives from central and local government. Prayers for the town were said by all of the ministers of
the town’s churches.
Following the service, the congregation packed into the parish hall and enjoyed sandwiches and cakes
splendidly laid on by the Cancer Research campaigners. Here civic dignitaries mingled with young
cadets and residents to enjoy the post service fare and answer searching questions before everyone
went home having learnt more about community and neighbourliness in Westbury.

Work starts on neighbourhood plan for Westbury
Westbury people are getting ready to plan the future of their town as part of a
working group helping to put together a neighbourhood plan.
Neighbourhood planning was introduced by the government through the Localism
Act and is a new way for communities to influence the future of the places where
they live and work. It means more involvement by planning authorities, local
people, businesses, house builders and developers rather than central
government.
Some communities in Wiltshire already have neighbourhood plans which not only
help guide the way their community develops but also means more cash input from developments for
investment in the area. The process for achieving a neighbourhood plan is lengthy and it has to be
approved by an independent examiner and a community referendum. The planning process must be led
by the town or parish council and Westbury is already well on the way, having appointed specialists,
approved the timetable and details of the process and put together a group of interested people from the
community to form a neighbourhood forum.
“It’s an exciting time for the town and it means we can start taking more control over where future
developments happen and ensure they fit in with the way we want our community to develop” said mayor
Gordon King who is urging people to have their say. The go ahead for the project plan was given in
January at the town council meeting.
Currently communities without a neighbourhood plan receive 15 per cent of money generated through
the Community Infrastructure Levy on new developments. Once a neighbourhood plan is approved,
Westbury will be able to get 25 per cent of CIL to spend on improving its community. Work on the
Westbury neighbourhood plan will be funded through grants and reserves.
For more information about neighbourhood planning visit http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-
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Cash investment in your
community
More than 20 community groups
have benefitted from grants given
by the town council. These range
from organisations offering advice
and support through to sports and
activities from archery and sailing
to bowls. The council’s grants are awarded annually and an
application form is available on the town council website—why not
check to see if your group could benefit?

Find out more about planning
People are sometimes concerned or
confused about how planning
applications are decided in our area—
particularly if they are controversial.

Hope revived for
town centre PO
Although the initial
application for a town centre post
office has failed, the PO already
has more interest.
It is still keen to be in Westbury and
has reduced the space requirement
in its latest offer to appeal to more
applicants. The town council is
doing all it can to bring the PO
back to the town centre… watch
this space!

Town event success

In fact, the town council does not have
the power to reject or approve a planning application. That is down to
the planning authority which is Wiltshire Council. But the town council
is a statutory consultee—and that means it has to be notified of all
planning applications in the Westbury area so it can use its local
knowledge to comment. Comments are agreed at the town council’s
highways planning and development committee which is held every
month. Once those comments are agreed, they are sent by the town
clerk to Wiltshire Council where the final decision is made, taking into
account planning policies, consultation responses and
representations from local people.
If an application is particularly large or considered controversial, one
of Westbury unitary councillors can request it to be considered by
Wiltshire Council’s planning committee.
Did you know? You can find out about planning applications in your
area by visiting www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning
Did you know? Wiltshire Council deals with around 10,000
applications per year.
Did you know? Westbury town council holds its highways planning
and development meetings on the third Monday of each month.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Yes, Christmas is well
and truly over for
another year but we
couldn't let it pass by
without mentioning the
amazing day in December when the
Westbury Christmas lights were
turned on. Who could forget the
fabulous Snow Lion as he
wandered through the streets and
all the other attractions that brought
so many people onto the streets of
Westbury. Grateful thanks to all
who contributed to putting on this
wonderful show.
Look out for what’s coming up in
Westbury in 2018 —the Inflatable
Fun Dayz are starting again on
17/18 March and of course the
Summer Celebration is a big date in
the calendar on 7 July. Not to be
missed!

Westbury Then and Now
Travel back in time with this picture of Warminster
Road—a little different from today? Did you know
that this road used to be one of the town’s main
shopping areas—in 1949 there were more than 25
shops here selling everything you could need from
flowers and sweets to groceries, meat and fish,
boots, radios, toys and ladies clothing. If you are
interested in bygone Westbury, the heritage society
will be holding a talk on Shops of Westbury at 7.30
pm on Tuesday 27 March at the Methodist church
in Station Road.
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Works start on Laverton improvements

Mapping our play areas

Building
work
started in
January
and is
expected to
last until
mid-June. It will replace the dilapidated, unsafe side
building with a modern multi-functional work/meeting
space and provide a new external emergency
staircase that meets regulations. We will keep
disruption to a minimum for both our neighbours and
for users of the rest of the building; the work will take
place during office hours Monday-Friday and the
building will remain open to the public throughout.

Following on from the successful
opening of the Becks Mill play area
in October, we were asked where
other play areas in Westbury were
located. As part of the delegation of
services from Wiltshire Council,
another nine play areas in Westbury have been
transferred to the town council.
These are located at Grassacre Park, Timor Road,
Primmers Place, The Mead (Campion Close),
Kingfisher Drive, Kendrick Close, Chestnut Fell Road,
Bridge Court and Penleigh Park.
To make it easier for new families who have moved
into the town in recent years, you will soon find all the
details of the locations of the play areas with postcodes
and info about parking on the town council website.

Locations of defibrillators
Knowing the location and postcode of your nearest
public access defibrillator may save valuable
seconds when ringing the emergency services.
They are sited at:
The Laverton, Bratton Road, Westbury BA13 3EN
The Library, 24-24A Edward Street, Westbury,
Wiltshire, BA13 3BD
Leigh Park Community Centre, Leigh Park Way,
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 3FN
Tesco Express, Fore Street, Westbury, Wiltshire,
BA13 3AY
One Stop Shop, 2 Queens Square, Westbury,
Wiltshire, BA13 3LA

Spotlight on grants
One of the recipients of a town council grant this
year is the Cygnets Pre-School which is located in
the grounds of Westbury Leigh Primary School. The
school provides child care for children aged two to
five years and is currently graded ‘Outstanding’ by
OFSTED. The dedicated team of 15 follow the
children’s interests and use these to extend the
children’s learning, knowledge and understanding.
Manager, Emma Osmond told us that the grant
money will go towards purchasing a playhouse and
also a pop-up gazebo which they will use in the
summer months. You can find out more from their
website www.cygnetspreschool.co.uk

Spotlight on our staff
If you drop into the Laverton at any time, you will
have seen some new faces.
One of them is local girl, Sarah
Harris who has worked at the
National Trust for the past 17 years
but is glad to be back working in her
home town. Sarah’s main areas of
work are Highways, Planning and Development
meetings, finance and the council website.

Remembering the Fallen

Research to help remember
the men who fought in the
Great War has turned up
around 400 names.
Now the research, carried out by the Westbury
Area Family History Group, will form part of an
exhibition, supported by the town council, to mark
the 100 year anniversary of the ending of the war.
It will also include a poppy display—so please get
knitting or crocheting. Drop them off at EJ Crafts,
the heritage centre or the parish office at All
Saints Church. Thank you.
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