
Michael Gove MP 
Secretary of State 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF          17th April 2022 

Dear Michael Gove, 

RE: 20/06775WCM Northacre Renewable Energy, on Land at Stephenson Road, Northacre 
Industrial Estate Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4WD 

Westbury Town Council was deeply disappointed to receive a letter from the Planning Casework 
Team on behalf of the Minister of State for Housing, Stuart Brown MP, informing the town council 
that a decision had been taken not to call in the above application. The town council is now 
writing to you to ask that you reconsider this decision. This is time sensitive as Wiltshire Council 
has called a meeting of the Strategic Planning Committee on Wednesday 20th April 2022, 
leaving very little time for the town council to prepare. Our reasons for appealing to you 
personally, are as follows: 

1. The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities is the last line of defense for 
communities when they are let down by the local planning authority. 

2. That levelling up requires devolving to communities a greater say and control in matters that 
affect them, including an effective appeals mechanism when the local authority ride 
roughshod over their preferences.  

3. That communities are best placed to decide what is best for them and their populations. 
Providing a mechanism for such an appeal for reconsideration will greatly enhance our 
democracy.  

4. This is an application of national and economic importance to the farming and diary 
community. If Arla Foods (Westbury) is forced to close due to contamination, the impact on 
the dairy farmers and associated businesses in the region and beyond will be devastating. 

5. The Government is consulting on targets for the reduction in household waste by 50%. It is 
imperative that the decision for an incinerator in Westbury is at the very least postponed until 
the outcome of the consultation is known.    

Yours faithfully 

 
Sheila Kimmins – Chair  
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